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attitude to Lithuania would not be one of indifference to any
attack made on that State; nothing official was published.
PIERACKI ASSASSINATED
While the Polish Press and public were still discussing the possible
implications of Goebbels' visit after he had returned to Germany,
the whole nation was shocked by the assassination of Pieracki
in Warsaw on June 15 by a man who succeeded in making good
his escape without being identified. As Minister of the Interior,
Pieracki, it was known, was on the point of signing an order for
the dissolution of the National Radical Party, and at first it was
widely supposed that he had fallen a victim to some fanatic belong-
ing to that organization, but it was soon discovered that the assassin
was a Ukrainian terrorist, a fact which made the murder all the
more revolting as Pieracki favoured a liberal policy towards the
Ukrainians, as he showed by his speech in the Seym on January 16,
1932 (p. 296). One of Pilsudski's intimates, he had been a great
support to the regime and the Government; he was only 40 when
he was killed, and the Marshal felt his death so intensely that
he was too overcome to attend the funeral of his friend and
follower. On that day the President issued a decree providing
that "persons whose activities or conduct cause the belief that
they constitute a danger to the maintenance of security and public
order may forcibly be detained in pkces of confinement which
are not intended for persons convicted of crime." The "places
of confinement" were not otherwise specified, but were understood
to be detention or concentration "camps." The police were indefa-
tigable in their pursuit of the assassin, several arrests were made,
and the nature of the crime was established, but the murderer
Mmself was not caught—it was thought that he had contrived
to get out of the country, and was hiding, probably in Czecho-
slovakia, where there were a number of Ukrainian political
irefugees, or in Germany, who, before the Polish-German Ten-
years Pact, had befriended Ukrainian agitators. Later, on repre-
sentations being made by Poland to these and other States,
their Governments expelled the Ukrainian terrorist groups.

